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North Ayrshire Council is satisfied with the ongoing arrangements for marine planning 
at a regional scale, and the Council remains committed to supporting the objectives of 
the Clyde Marine Plan region. The composition of board membership on the regional 
partnership, which includes planning representation allows for sufficient cross-over of 
strategically significant issue, while allowing marine and terrestrial planning to maintain 
their own different operational arrangements. The arrangement outlined has served to 
allow the regional partnership to progress the development of a Clyde Marine Plan, 
which, although not adopted, is advancing. In terms of formulation of strategic policy, 
it is considered that the RMP would benefit from additional resources – for example, 
the staff level of the RMP is not sufficient to provide technical and mapping facilities to 
the partnership, which will be a core requirement of delivering a completed marine 
plan. The RMP may also benefit from expertise in development planning, to assist to 
deliver a coherent and focussed strategy, which both provides a mechanism to assess 
detailed proposals, but which also clearly articulates key strategic objectives – 
including those related to economic development and tourism. To date, this has relied 
on input from member authorities (which North Ayrshire Council also recognises is 
valuable) but it may assist the RMPs to have in-house resource for this. Similarly, local 
authorities may benefit from additional expertise, though, it is recognised that 
embedding additional resource within the RMP may facilitate the RMP being able to 
offer a resource to local authorities, in a proportionate service-sharing arrangement. 
The Council would also highlight that the emerging CMP indicates ongoing monitoring 
processes, including through the planning system. It is unclear what arrangements will 
be in place for ongoing monitoring, however, as indicated, the Council does not have 
existing resource to dedicate to monitoring, and this should be clarified and provided 
to ensure adequate implementation of marine plans. 


